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REALLY USEFUL RECYCLERS 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [6.35 pm]: I recently had 
a visit to my office by Joshua Flintoff and his mum, Deb. It was my pleasure to first meet both of them at the 
International Day of People with Disability at Crown last year, which featured the Really Useful Recyclers as part 
of its great achievements showcase. According to the blurb — 

Joshua Flintoff and Courtney Smith are the Really Useful Recyclers. 

Over the years their two great passions: Disney Pixar’s Wall-e, the Recycling Robot, and  
Thomas the Tank Engine who is really useful, have remained instrumental in their understanding of the 
world around them. 

Mothers, Deb and Del, utilised these passions as the inspiration behind the Really Useful Recyclers, 
a small business enterprise established to provide both Josh & Courtney with productive and meaningful 
lives post school. 

This is a nice little group that combines two areas of my portfolio—environment and disability services. It was 
great to meet them. The young people who are driving this group have great innovative ideas and they have been 
creating some great artwork, including pictures for our walls. It was my pleasure earlier this week to receive a great 
gift from Josh—a pair of cufflinks that was made by the boys out of recycled material. It was the first pair of 
cufflinks that they have made. They were made especially for me, and I am very grateful for that. I have placed 
them on the gifts register in my office. That has been acknowledged. 

The PRESIDENT: They are extremely sartorial, minister. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Thanks very much. 

Hon Peter Collier: Worth $300. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: No, less, but I am putting everything on it. 

The PRESIDENT: They are priceless. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: They are certainly invaluable. To see how engaged these young boys are in creating 
these works of art is fantastic. Over the past few months, they had a great exhibition at Carmel School in 
Mt Lawley. They have also had stalls at the Good 2 Grow market day at Churchlands Senior High School. They 
have had an exhibition in Fremantle at the Bitches Brew Art Space. I am told that the Really Useful Recyclers’ 
recycled paper art is available at Grind Zero in Scarborough. I have just loved how ingenious the artwork is. I have 
been able to buy a Christmas tree for my ministerial office. I have put their artwork on the wall. These young boys 
with disability have set up their own little enterprise. They are selling stuff that is great and affordable, and it 
combines both my passions—disability services and waste and recycling issues. I urge other members to google 
“Really Useful Recyclers” and, if they have an opportunity, to buy some artwork for their wall. I urge some of the 
blokes in this place who wear cufflinks to look at the cufflinks. I encourage all members to get behind this great 
little initiative. 
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